
WAHIAWĀ WELCOMES YOU . . . HISTORICAL TRAIL MAP
THE MAP BELOW CALLS OUT HISTORICAL SITES OF WAHIAWĀ. EACH NUMBER CORRESPONDS TO THE FOLLOWING:
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James Dole needed a more efficient way to transport his harvests to 
Pearl Harbor. Dole requested O‘ahu Railway & Land Co. (OR&L) 
to create an eleven mile railroad from Waipahu to Wahiawā. The 
Wahiawā Settlement Association expressed their commitment by 
building a rail depot. The depot was later converted into a cafe after 
OR&L ended regular operations. 

1 WAHIAWĀ TRAIN STATION

The main road in Wahiawā Town is named after the original thirteen 
settlers from California who founded the Wahiawā Settlement 
Association. Byron Clark led this group to Wahiawā because it was 
the only large tract of land that was available to purchase. In fact, 
Wahiawā is so old that it predates the county ordinance passed 
during the 1970s which required street names to be in Hawaiian. 

2 CALIFORNIA AVENUE

The Malu Kukui Hotel, originally a single family home, was built in 
1908 by Japanese carpenters and converted to a 50 guest home-hotel 
by owners Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Brown in 1909. Unable to turn a 
profit, it was put up for sale sold to Edward P. Irwin and officially 
reopened on April 1, 1911 as the Kukui Tree. 

3 MALU KUKUI HOTEL
(WAHIAWA PUBLIC LIBRARY)

Wahiawā General Hospital began as an emergency medical facility during 
World War II. The hospital grew with the pineapple boom, expanding as 
Wahiawā’s population increased due to Wheeler Airfield and Schofield 
Barracks and made permanent by the Wahiawā Hospital Association.

4 WAHIAWĀ GENERAL HOSPITAL

North Cane Street became the community’s business center because 
of its proximity to the post office, train station, and local stores. The 
train operated by O‘ahu Railway & Land Company would come from 
Dillingham where Dole operated his cannery. North Cane Street is 
named after sugar cane train that ran to Wahiawā. 

5 NORTH CANE STREET

Formally opened on June 15, 1913 by German immigrant Emil Louis 
Kruss, the Wahiawā Hotel consisted of a furnished main building and 
two cottages that could host up to 30 guests. George Henry, former 
owner of the Engleside Hotel at 251 Vineyard Street, obtained the lease 
and reopened the hotel on June 1, 1918. The main building stands till this 
day on Lehua St.  

6 WAHIAWĀ HOTEL
(251 LEHUA STREET)

The road up Royal Palm Drive is one of the few remaining remnants 
of Wahiawā’s plantation era. Families of the plantation lunas lived 
in these homes, and so the entrance to these homes was made to 
look grand and impressive. Planting royal palms near the homes for 
lunas was common in many settlements.  

8 ROYAL PALM DRIVE

The Wahiawā was built during when there was an increased 
popularity in motion pictures. Opening on June 22, 1935, it served 
as a local gathering place for residents of the area, plantation 
workers whom worked in the pineapple fields, and the thousands 
servicemen and women from the nearby Schofield Barracks and 
Wheeler Airfield. 

7 THE WAHIAWĀ
(AMERICAN SAVINGS BANK)

1. Wahiawā Train Station (N. Cane)
2. California Avenue 
3. Malu Kukui Hotel (Wahiawā Public Library)
4. Wahiawā General Hospital
5. N. Cane Street 
6. Wahiawā Hotel (251 Lehua St.)
7. The Wahiawā (American Savings Bank)
8. Royal Palm Drive 
9. James D. Dole House 
10. Peterson Upland Farms (Dole St.)
11. Marigold Acres (1699 Walea St.)
12. Leilehua Cherry Blossoms (Leilehua H.S.)
13. Wahiawā Botanical Gardens 
14. Lake Wilson (380 Walker Ave)

15. Wilson Bridge 
16. Kemo‘o Farms
17. Takano Store (49ers Restaurant)
18. Top Hat Bar (Surfers Coffee Bar)
19. Wahiawā Healing Stones
20. Kunihisa Building
21. Victory Theatre (Sunny Side Inn)
22. Dokuritsu Language School (Zippy's)
23. Dot's Restaurant
24. Honda Tofu
25. Karsten Thot Bridge
26. Kūkaniloko Birth Stones
27. Whitmore Village

The home of James D. Dole, Dole’s first cannery, and his pineapple 
plantation originally began on lands in Wahiawā Heights. 

9 JAMES D. DOLE HOUSE
(148 DOLE ROAD)
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Petersons’ Upland Farm began in 1909 when Elias Peterson 
purchased 18 acres from James D. Dole. His son James H. Peterson 
Sr. would clear the land and establish the farm in the following year. 
During the early years, James Sr. raised both cows and poultry, but he 
later converted his main operations towards egg production. In 1982 
the business expanded by 33 acres and today the family farm is the 
oldest egg farm in Hawai‘i.

10 PETERSON UPLAND FARMS
(DOLE ROAD)

Real estate developer and founder of Kemo‘o Farms, Percy M. Pond 
built the Marigold Acres when he realized that housing in Wahiawā 
would become inevitable. Specifically meant for the wealthy, the 
subdivision was designed as a restricted area for white residents only. 

11 MARIGOLD ACRES
(1699 WALEA STREET)

Three cherry blossom trees were planted in commemoration of 
the first 943 Kanyaku Imin, a government-sponsored Japanese 
laborer. Governor George and First Lady Jean Ariyoshi invited 
Prince Masahito and Princess Hanako Hitachi and the Governor of 
Okinawa Junji Nishime as part of the Kanyaku Imin project which 
planted one million trees to represent each resident of Hawai‘i. 

12 LEILEHUA CHERRY BLOSSOMS
(LEILEHUA HIGH SCHOOL)

Considered to be the “Tropical Jewel” of O'ahu’s botanical gardens, the 
Wahiawā Botanical Garden also has a past that is rooted in plantation 
history. The 27-acre property was originally leased by the Hawaiian Sugar 
Planters Association for crop experimentation and forest preservation.  
In 1950, the parcel was returned to the Territory of Hawai‘i and opened 
as a public botanical garden in 1957.

13 WAHIAWĀ BOTANICAL 
GARDENS

Founder of the Wahiawā Water Company, Leonard G. Kellogg worked 
with the Waialua Sugar Company to build a dam and reservoir. The 
reservoir is known today as Lake Wilson, named after Andrew A. Wilson 
who was a manager for the Wahiawā Water Company and a fire warden 
for the Wahiawā District. 

14 LAKE WILSON
(380 WALKER AVE)

The entrance to Wahiawā was built by the 1,399th Engineer Battalion 
with leftover metal landing strips from the old Kahuku air strip. Holes 
in the strips contributed to the sound of airplane that was made when 
drivers used the bridge and that is why it became known as “Airplane 
Bridge.” 

15 WILSON BRIDGE

Although Kemo‘o Farms is most well known as “The home of the 
sizzling steaks,” the name refers to a piggery established by Percy 
Martyn Pond that was north of the restaurant’s present location. 
By the 1930s, the piggery evolved to include a milk depot, soda 
fountain, gift shop, cocktail lounge, and restaurant.   

16 KEMO‘O FARMS

Takano Store was founded by Ichihei Takano, who was a first-
generation Japanese immigrant. To complement the merchandise, 
Takano installed a gasoline pump so customers could fill their tank 
which still remains in front of the store today. 

17 TAKANO STORE
(49ERS RESTAURANT)

The bar opened for customers on December 1, 1941. Six days later, 
on December 7, 1941 the Japanese Imperial Army Air Force attacked 
Pearl Harbor and other military based on O‘ahu, Hawai‘i. Top Hat 
Bar was strafed and damaged during the attack.

18 TOP HAT BAR
(SURFERS COFFEE BAR)

Another prominent Wahiawā settler named George Galbraith found 
the Wahiawā Healing Stones. Galbraith placed these stones to a site 
that was believed to be the burial site of a Hawaiian chieftan. After 
breaking the larger of the two stones into several pieces the stones 
were relocated to California Avenue and housed in a marble shrine 
built by a local Hindu family.  

19 HEALING STONES

Masutaro Kunihisa began a small general-merchandise store known 
as Castner’s Store at Wheeler Airfield. During the 1930s Kunihisa 
built the Kunihisa building and built a department store in Wahiawā 
Town.

20 KUNIHISA BUILDING

Dot’s Restaurant began as the Sukiyaki Inn which was owned by Mrs. 
Kezuka. Marian Yoshiko purchased the restaurant from Mrs. Kezuka in 
1935 and renamed it after her sister Dorothy.     

23 DOTS RESTAURANT

The bridge is named after plantation luna and Brodie Camp IV 
baseball coach, Karsten Thot. Thot emigrated from Germany and 
married Dorothy Rhoades, a daughter of a prominent Wahiawa 
family. A connection between Wahiawa and North Shore became a 
critical link for transportation. 

25 KARSTEN THOT BRIDGE

The Victory Theatre was a minor theatre chain on O‘ahu that 
opened its first theatre in Kalihi and its second theatre in Wahiawā. 
Originally showing first run films, it later screened Japanese movies.

21 VICTORY THEATER
(SUNNY SIDE INN)

Honda Tofu began as a general merchandise store on property leased 
from California Packing Company. The Honda family created a small 
tofu factory in the back of the store and expanded their business. By 
the late 1920s, tofu production became so profitable that the Hondas 
concentrate on tofu production. The factory continued to run till it was 
forced to close in August, 2015 two years short of a hundred years.

22 HONDA TOFU

Wahiawā’s Dokuritsu was a Japanese language school that was also 
known as the “Independent” School founded by Torao Kobayashi. At the 
time, it along with Showa and Hongwanji Japanese Language Schools 
were the three Japanese language schools in Wahiawā. 

24 DOKURITSU LANGUAGE SCHOOL
(ZIPPY’S)

Kūkaniloko is one of the most significant cultural sites to the Native 
Hawaiians.  It is specifically designated for the birth of high ranking 
children to maintain the purity of the royal lineages on O‘ahu and 
Kaua‘i guaranteeing them of their godly status and the right to be 
leaders.  Not only was this site regarded as sacred grounds, but due to 
Kūkaniloko being located in the center of O‘ahu, Wahiawā, it is also 
symbolic of the piko (navel cord) and thus, birth. 

26 KŪKANILOKO

There were over fifteen villages that were scattered across the Dole’s 
pineapple plantation, and after years of usage James Dole realized a new 
plantation village was needed to house Dole employees. During the 
1940s, Hawaiian Pineapple Company closed antiquated facilities and in 
1947 began to consolidate the villages into Whitmore Village which was 
commemorated in honor of John L. Whitmore. 

27 WHITMORE VILLAGE 


